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Arise! Awake! And stop not till the Goal is reached. 



MAHASAMADHI OF SWAMI VIRESWARANANDA 

It is with profound sorrow that we announce that Swami Vireswarananda, 
Tenth President of the Ramakrishna Math and the Ramakrishna Mission, 
entered Mahasamadhi on Wednesday, 13 March 1985, at 3.17 p.m., at the Belur 
Math. The Swami had been ailing for the last few days. He was 93. 

The Swami, known in his pre-monastic life as Panduranga Prabhu, hailed 
from Gurupur, South Kanara (Karnataka), and was born in Madras on 31 
October 1892. He joined the Ramakrishna Order at its Madras Centre in the 
year 1916, after graduation from the Presidency College, Madras. He had the 
good fortune of being initiated by Sri Sarada Devi, the Holy Mother, at her 
native village, Jayrambati. He had his sannyasa in 1920 from Swami Brahm- 
ananda. He had also the rare privilege of intimate contact with most of the 
direct disciples of Sri Ramakrishna, thus enabling him to absorb the authentic 
traditions of the Order, handed down through these direct disciples. 

The Swami had an outstanding record of service to the Organization. After 
serving for some years at the Ramakrishna Math, Madras, he became a member 
of the Advaita Ashrama, Mayavati, the home of Prabuddha Bharata, in the 
Himalayas, and later on the Manager of its Calcutta Branch, a major Publication 
Centre of the Order. He was the President of the Advaita Ashrama from 
1927 to 1937. In 1929, he was elected a Trustee of the Ramakrishna Math 
and a member of the Governing Body of the Ramakrishna Mission. In 1938, 
he became one of the Assistant Secretaries of the Organization and looked 
after its various activities. He was in charge of the relief operation during the 
Bengal famine of 1943-45, and also supervised other relief and rehabilitation 
programmes of the Organization over a long period. Between 1949 and 1951, 
when Swami Madhavananda, the then General Secretary, took leave on health 
grounds, Swami Vireswarananda assumed this office, which he held again from 
1961 till he was elected the Tenth .. President of the Organization in February 
1966, in which capacity he served the Order till his last day. 

During his stewardship, the Organization saw much expansion and 
consolidation. He was deeply interested in the rural development work of the 
Organization and showed a keen concern for the all-round development of the 



